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I HAD the pleasure of
playing Royal Portrush
alongside Flogas Irish
Junior Open winners
Harry O'Hara and Parker
Bonnes last week.

Harry, from Clandeboye
and Holywood, is the Gary
Player champion, while
Parker, from Galgorm
Castle, is the reigning
Winter Series champion.

| was teamed up on the
famous links with Harry,
wha is 10 years old, while
Parker, only seven, was
partnered by Cormac
Sharvin.

Cormac and | played
Portrush as normal, but
the two boys played in the
Junior format, from 150
yards and 130 yards out
respectively.

Harry birdied the last
for us to win one-up, but
overall it was a real treat
for both kids to play a
course that plays hast to
this year's Open.

It was also a t for
Cormac and me to see
the boys play - not only

re we impressed by
their skill levels, but also
their demeanour around

the course. They were a
credit to their families.

Respect also to Michael
Gallagher, the brainchild
behind the Irish Junior
Open and someone who
has done an amazing job
for young golfers across
the island.

DAILY MIRROR

When Harry met Gary

TEMN-year-old Harry O'Hara from Newtownards was
crowned the Gary Player Trophy Champion at the 2018

‘Flogas Irish Junior Open’.

And last week he got to meet the Black Knight himsell
during The Open Championship at Royal Portrush,

Nine-time major
winner Player has
been a big supporter
of the Irish Junior
Open series, which
has grown to become
one of the biggest in
Europe over the past
five years.

Harry gained this
impressive title by
competing across
Ireland against junier
golfers from across
the world in six summer
events,

These Irish Junior Open
events, which are open for

boys and girls aged between

five to 18, have attracted

2,000 entries this year from

as far afield as Australia,
China and Canada.

With a new ‘Champion
of Champions' World
Invitational commencing in
2020 Harry will be tuning
his game up to qualify for
this and to defend his title,

Speaking at the Open
Championship Harry said:

“It"s been an Incredible year

with so many highlights.
Winning the_‘Flogas Irish
Junior Open’ Gary Player
Trophy has given me a

host of opponunities
incheding. competing in the

Champions Match at Royal
Partrush with two European
Tour players, meeting
one of my idals Mr Player
and getting to compete
in the ISPS Handa World
Invitational Pro Am.”
Player admitted he was
thrilled for Shane Lowry
fallawing his win on Sunday.
“That was one of the
greatest victories I've ever
seen in a championship
and how appropriate 1o
win in frant of all those
enthusiastic fans.” he said.
“This was my 64th Open
that I've attended, so I've
seen a lot of Opens all over
the country, and | would
have to say, even though
| didn't participate, it was
and of the mast successful
Opens ever”

Harry O'Ha
meets Gary Player and
{above) his idol passes
on some Lop tips =
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Golf superstar
praises Ruairi
on superb win

GARY PLAYER CALLS MONAGEER BOY ON THE PHONE

[y BRENDAN KEANE
TWO brothers from

ished first
Junior Iri
t

peaple their age would normally be.

FULLSTORY PAGES2 & 3

[Ruairi Coaper (91 from Enniscorthy. is the new Flogas Junior Irish Dpen champion and alse the U Plaver of the Year,

LEGENDARY GOLFER GARY PLAYER
PHONES RUAIRI TO CONGRATULATE
HIM ON HIS JUNIOR IRISH OPEN WIN

IRISH NEWS




THE TWO BOYS ARE SEVERAL

YEARS AHEAD OF WHERE YOU

WOULDNORMALLY EXPECTA
TALENTED JUNIOR TO BE

e
Teat rrugsectorely i the §Lagan hamar it Opere champarieg.
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Golfing stars of the future cumpete in Spa open event
oo 2

Golf
By Dominic Cunningham

GIFTED young golfers from as
l#r away as Wicklow and
Buncrana were at Spa last
wieek for the Flaaas Irish Junior
d

S, J\fl‘lf‘h\“ D k.
Crouagar and Banbridge among the
competitors

Josh Kearney from Ardglass won
the U-18 category while T Bradley
from Euncrana was the U-7
chamgpion, E Burrows of Balmoral
weas thee U9 wir
McGettrick, Balbriggan,
the U-15 leaderboard.

Spa [uvenies abio acg

Th
\' jardiow
with Logan rl.lrl_ml and
b

LEFT: Five-year-old Ollie Brooks from Crossgar, pictuned with his mum
and dad Suzanne and Paul, was the youngest competiter taking part
in last wieek's Irish Junior Open at Spa.
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WHO WILL WIN THE PRESTIGIOUS GARY PLAYER TROPHY?
WWW.IRISHIUNIOROPEN.COM
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COMPETITORS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD COMPETING
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THANK YOU FROM ALL OUR COMPETITORS FOR SUPPORTING US




